25 years ago Stewartstown Harps became Tyrone champions by

beating Derrylaughan. Jim Kilpatrick below traces the story of . . .

"SAMMYS BABES"

Kingpins of Tyrone

In 1962 Stewartstown Harps had already won a Tyrone County Senior Football

Championship title but had yet to win the O'Neill Cup which, since 1927 has been

presented to the County Champions. The explanation was that the Harps came out

on top in 1923 four years before the cup made its appearance.

Until 1957 the Harps were in and out of football. In 1957 local business man Samuel

Park, along with Master Pat Kilpatrick and Johnny Gillen reformed the club and this

team later were to be affectionately known as "Sammys Babes".

A Committee was formed with Sammy as Chairman, Pat Kilpatrick as Secretary,

but with his departure to Magherafelt, Johnny Gillen took over as Treasurer and

Secretary. The Committee consisted of Eddie Coyle, T. McAteer, John Coyle, Gerry

Rooney, George Conlon, Tommy McGowan, Pat Quinn, (Paddy Devlin as Vice Chair-

man), J. P. Dorrity.

Stewartstown reached the final by virtue of wins over Coalisland in the first round,

Pomeroy on the second round and Urney in the semi-final.

THE FINAL

To the great delight of their many enthusiastic supporters Stewartstown Harps

swept aside the challenge of Derrylaughan Kevin Barrys and went on to win the Tyrone

County Senior Championship at O'Neill Park, Dungannon. There was not the slightest

shadow of doubt about Stewartstown's superiority. It was clear cut and decisive, and

from start to finish Harps were fitter, faster and more constructive. Heavy rain fell before,

during and after the match, but Stewartstown players and supporters didn't mind. This

was their day and they were determined to enjoy it, come hail, rain or snow.

What was the main difference between the teams? I'll tell you: Stewartstown quick-

ly adapted themselves to the adverse conditions. Despite the almost continuous

downpour of rain there was a very large attendance. Stewartstown playing with a fairly

strong wind in the first half, missed a bag full of scores, but at the interval still manag-

ed to lead by 1 -2 to nil. The Harps failed to benefit from a penalty, two or three close

in frees and several long range efforts but their goal compensated for half a dozen near

misses. A long ball from the backline was touched on at mid-field to the centre half

forward, Seamus Bradley, who in turn sent in low and hard to Gillen; the full forward

finding his way blocked played the ball out to the lurking Joey Corr, whose well struck

shot shook the net. Stewartstown supporters were ecstatic, this was the spark that

was needed.

For a while in the second half it looked as if Derrylaughan weren't going to score

at all. Meanwhile the Harps had a goal then a point, which left it 9 nil. Barry supporters

were silent but eventually Derrylaughan did get a couple of points which inspired the

Harps to greater heights with yet another goal. There was still ten minutes to go, but

the match was well and truly over. Derrylaughan got another point but by now Stewart-

stown did not begrudge it to them. Final score Stewartstown 3-3, Derrylaughan 0-3.

Scorers for the Harps — Joey Corr (2-0) and P. Coyle (1-0) got the Stewartstown goals

while Seamus Bradley (0-2) and Johnny Gillen (0-1) notched the points. Derrylaughan's

points were scored by Robinson, McMahon and McLernon.

STEWARTSTOWN WELCOMES THE CHAMPIONS

Stewartstown had a gala atmosphere about it on Sunday night when the entire

population and supporters from outlying districts joined forces to celebrate the Harps

great victory. "Sammys Babes" had done what seemed impossible and were now

Kingpins of Tyrone. Headed by Coalisland Silver Band, members of the victorious team with Captain Pat McNally bearing aloft the O'Neill Cup and followed by hundreds of cheering people, the big parade wound its way from Coalisland Road via the Square

and down West Street to St. Mary's School where the victory platform had been mov-

ed owing to the atrocious weather conditions.
Club Chairman, Mr. Sammy Park, welcoming the entire assembly, said the occa-

sion was an historic one for the town and Stewartstown Harps. It was a great achieve-

ment, he said, for a small club from a small town to capture such a big prize and even

more commendable when one realised that it took the team only four years to do it.

It was four years ago said Mr. Park, that the club was reformed after being a very long

time in the wilderness. "Tonight we see the efforts and patience amply rewarded,"

he added. "The Harps played the game as it should be played and gave enjoyment

to a great many people. This in itself gave the lie to the belief harboured by some folk

that to be successful in Championship football rough tactics had to be introduced".

 "I am proud to say that in the entire championship campaign not once had a

Stewartstown player to be reprimanded by the Referee," said Mr. Park. He concluded

by paying tribute to the manner in which their opponents Derrylaughan Kevin Barrys

had contested the final and accepted defeat. Rev. Peter Tracy CC (RIP) also congratulated

tne team on their great victory. A social evening followed, Coalisland Band rendered

selections and songs were sung by Charles Devlin, Sally McNally and Frankie Park.

The playing of the National Anthem brought a memorable evening to a close.

On Monday night the team and cup were welcomed in Brackaville and bonfires

blazed at Pattersons Corner. Five members of this great team were to be honoured

subsequently by wearing the County colours, namely Greg Park, Paddy McNally, Seamus

Bradley, Peter Mulgrew and Sub. Michael Fee. None gave greater service to the Coun-

ty than the babe of the team, Peter Mulgrew. Sammy Park had long gone to his eternal

rest along with great team mentors Tommy McAteer, Gerry Rooney, Geordie Conlon,

Tommy McGowan, Pat Quinn and J. P. Dorrity.

They will never be forgotten as the memory lingers on.
The above article was taken from the 1987 Tyrone County Senior & Minor Championship Finals Programme.

