Tyrone's 1973 Division Two Title Triumph
EVEN the most knowledgeable quiz buffs might find it difficult to name the only two Tyrone players who have ever taken that journey up the steps of the Hogan stand in Croke Park to receive an All-Ireland senior trophy. It's an extremely rare occurrence and Peter Canavan, unfortunately, missed out last year with the league trophy because Croke Park was out of bounds due to the ongoing redevelopment. That, however, ensured that the unique honour still rests with Eddie Devlin in 1957 and Peter Mulgrew in 1973.

While neither of the competitions would be particularly important in present day terms, there was no doubting their significance when Devlin of Coalisland lifted the Gaelic Weekly Tournament following a victory over Cork, and the achievement of Mulgrew of Stewarlstown collected the Division Two League trophy after victory over Down in 1973. Progress to the 1972 Ulster Senior and All-Ireland Minor Finals meant that there was renewed optimism entering that year's NFL campaign. Tyrone once again competed in the northern section of Division Two, where a difficult enough series of games awaited manager Jody O'Neill and his players.

Things got off to a perfect start thanks to a 1-13 to 0-5 away win over Leitrim. That set up a really

intriguing derby clash with Donegal at the recently completed Omagh St Enda's ground. The Tir

Connaill) side were fresh from their historic first ever Ulster title success and the pressure was on Tyrone to avenge their defeat by them in that year's provincial decider. It was excitement all the way as Patsy Hetherington, Mickey Hughes and John Hannigan all did their best to boost Tyrone's fortunes. But there was little between the sides throughout and a 1-9 each draw was probably the fairest result. A Down team of 1968 heroes such as Sean O'Neill, Dan McCartan and Colm McAlamey came to Dungannon at the end of November. Hetherington's penalty goal, though, set the home team on the road and a 1-7 to 1-5 victory indicated that everything was

moving In the right direction. However, there was going to be nothing easy and although Louth's

reputation did not compare to either Donegal or Down's, they still represented a very formidable

threat in Round Three. Unsurprisingly, then, Tyrone were relieved to emerge with the points

on a score of 2-9 to 2-7. A number of more comfortable wins were recorded after the

Christmas break, most notably a 2-15 to 1-4 success against Armagh and a 0-10 to 0-5 win

over Monaghan. And, it was joy all round when the seml-flnal place was secure after Antrim were dismissed by 2-12 to 3-8 at Coalisland on February 25th.

CROKER

Back then Croke Park was used more regularly than at the present time and an attractive double bill of Division Two semi-finals drew the crowds at the beginning of April. Down would meet Tipperary and Tyrone lined up against Wicklow. Hero of the hour on this occasion was the Fianna's Tommy Woods when he came on as a sub and erased the memory of a disappointing and wasteful display with a great last minute goal that made it 1-13 to 3-3 and put Tyrone Into the final. Excitement reached fever pitch on May 6th and what better team to meet than the men In red and black from Down. This was going to be a real test of character and Tyrone as it turned out fulfilled all the expectations of their enthusiastic supporters. Vital scores In the closing stages

put the glorious seal on a campaign which had started back in the previous October, First Aidan

McMahon of Coalisland got a great goal before Hugh Crawford of Omagh flred over the bar to put

Tyrone in front and clinch the title.Those who witnessed Peter Mutgrew receive the Cup In the Hogan Stand must have dreamed of even greater days ahead and that 1973 season did indeed yield more-memorable triumphs. But, as for a subsequent trip up those hallowed steps by a senior player well'  we're still waiting three decades on.                
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