Tyrone Senior Championship 1st Round

The Dungannon Observer, Saturday June 23rd, 1962

Harps defeat Fianna
Fielding without seven of their regular side, who were absent due to exam and domestic commitments, Coalisland Fianna lost to Stewartstown Harps at O’Neill Park, Dungannon on Sunday.
One of the best games of the season, was how one spectator described the fixture and considering the second half of the O’Neill Park Programme, he could certainly say he obtained value for money.

Coalisland started off the scoring with a point which was their only score in the 1st half. Ten minutes after the commencement of play, Stewartstown had a goal per P. Mulgrew and they followed this up with 3 points to leave the half-time tally 1-3 to 0-1.

In the second half, Coalisland had four points per Skeffington, Timlin, Doris & Gervin, while their opponents only scored three. But these three points allowed Stewartstown to increase their lead and gave them a four point victory. 
Final Tally - Stewartstown 1-6 Coalisland 0-5. 
Teddy Devlin was referee.
Tyrone Senior Championship ¼ Final

The Dungannon Observer, Saturday July 28th, 1962

Pomeroy led at half-time
Pomeroy led by 2-1 to 0-4 at the half-way stage of their match with Stewartstown, but the Harps equalised shortly after the resumption. Plunketts came again and went in front but the Harps finished better and emerged worthy winners. Right from the throw in, Harps attacked and following a wide, the ball was returned, Quinn opening their account with a point.

Pat Casey got the equaliser. Another raid by Stewartstown brought play to the Pomeroy end, but P. Murphy cleared. Cathal Grimes then placed McNally for a well taken point. Fast end to end play followed with both sides having near misses. Following a clearance by Rafferty, the ball landed in the Stewartstown square where it was cleared by Parke, but D. Murphy sent it back and it ended in the net. 

Good efforts by Gillen and Gervin went narrowly wide. Pomeroy took up the offensive and a combined move by D.Murphy, Casey, and Bigley led to a second goal by Casey. Further pressure by Pomeroy was relieved by a free out and play was transferred to Pomeroy area, where Bradley sent over the bar. This score was quickly followed by Gillen. Half time score : Pomeroy 2-1 Stewartstown 0-4.

On the resumption, Stewartstown were quickly on the offensive and their efforts were rewarded with a grand goal by Bradley. Murphy did likewise for Pomeroy. Keeping up the pressure Pomeroy went further ahead when Grimes placed Hagan who parted to Murphy and his fast shot was partially cleared by Lowe, but returned and fisted to net. From the kickout the Harps piled on the pressure and good fielding by Lowe saw the ball land in the Pomeroy goal area where it was fisted to the net by Mulgrew. The kickout was quickly returned and Gillen secured to send over the bar. 

Playing splendid football at this period Stewartstown returned and a long ball by McNally was held by Gervin who raised the white flag. Back again came the Harps and Gillen was well positioned to add a further point. The heavy pressure on Pomeroy citadel was relieved by a free and the ball was secured by Brian Quinn, who notched a point.

Nothing undaunted, Stewartstown returned to the fray and again took the lead with a goal by Corr. With victory in sight, Stewartstown were now playing confidently and they increased their lead with further points by Corr, Gillen and Bradley. A last minute effort by Pomeroy to save the game was beaten off and the long whistle found Stewartstown deserving winners. The winners were best served by J. Gillen, F. Lowe, P.McNally and G. Park and Pomeroy by Murphy brothers, P. McGee, P. Bigley and C. Grimes.

Stewartstown – P.J. McAliskey, D. Lowe, G.Parke, D. Corr, J. Corr, P. McNally, P. Coyle, G. Dorrity, F. Lowe, J. Corr, S. Bradley, F. Parke, P. Mulgrew, J. Gillen and M. Gervin.

Tyrone Senior Championship Semi-Final

The Dungannon Observer, Saturday September 1st, 1962

Stewartstown Romped Home Easy Winners

Stewartstown Harps have an excellent chance of winning the Tyrone County Senior Football Championship for the first time in over a quarter of a century.

At O'Neill Park, Dungannon, on Sunday they qualified for the final, defeating

Urney St. Columbans by 2.4 to 0.5.  The score-board flattered the North-Tyrone side.  Stewartstown were on top from start to finish. In the other semi-final, Derrylaughan Kevin Barrys and Donaghmore St. Patricks drew, 1-2 each.

Heavy rain fell before, during and after the games, nevertheless  there  was  a fairly large attendance. The match between Derrylaughan and Donaghmore was one of the poorest Senior Championship semi-finals I have witnessed for a long, long time. It was dull, colourless and most unexciting.

Donaghmore led for the greater part of the hour and it was only in the closing stages that Derrylaughan drew level. Rather appropriately it was a Donaghmore man who helped the Barrys to get the equalising goal. Derrylaughan, usually an able, intelligent and constructive team, played without rhyme or reason.  Had they concentrated more on the game and less on the referee, they could have beaten Donaghmore with one hand tied behind their backs. 

As it was, however, Donaghmore looked the better team and with a little luck, could have suceeded in qualifying for the final.

Derrylaughan, I think, will not be caught napping this time. Donaghmore however, are in with a chance. After all, they should have won last Sunday and this should give them much needed confidence.            

STEWARTSTOWN ARE FAVOURITES NOW

Stewartstown or Urney could have easily have walloped the pick of the Derrylaughan and Donaghmore teams. The Harps started off in business-like fashion and were soon three points in front, thanks to good shooting by Gillen and Park.

Urney then had a point but Stewartstown quickly replied with a goal.

In the second half, the Harps went further ahead with another goal and, long before the match ended, the issue was signed, sealed and delivered.              

Urney looked good and played some attractive football but they dilly-dallied, hesitated and futhered when a more direct approach would have paid dividends. They reminded me of Moy Tir na nOgs who have much the same defect.           

Stewartstown made no bones about the object of their outing. They threw themselves into the fray from the very start, played with rare abandon and took advantage of any chances that came their way.

Star of this match was Urney's county player, Kane, who stood out head and shoulders above all others. Playing with great confidence, he made a really gallant effort to put his team on top. The football was fast, lively and, at times, very exciting. Compared to the match which preceded it, this looked like an All-Ireland Final.

Stewartstown scores were shared by Gillen, Park and Bradley.   Kane got Urney's five points. The Harps led by 1-4 to 0-1 at half-time and by 2-4 to 0-5 at the finish.   That 0-5 would surely have been 1-5 but for a fine save by the Stewartstown goalie M. Gervin, who stopped a dangerous shot by McMenamin.

Stewartstown - M. Gervin,  D Lowe, G. Parke, D. Corr,  S. Corr, P. McNulty, F. Parke,  F. Lowe,  G. Dorrity,  J. Corr, S. Bradley,  S. Mulgrew,  J. Parke, J. Gillen and P. Coyle.

Urney - J. Harpur,  F. Mc Daid,  J. Hunter, P. Maxwell,  P McCorkell, S. McLoughlin, N. Kane, S. Kirk, E. Farren, S. Bogle, S. Kane, H. Kane, G. McFee, E. McMenamin and E. Hannigan.

Mr. Jackie Martin, Qmagh, was the referee.

Unless Derrylaughan or Donaghmore show a marked all-round improvement, Stewartstown should have no trouble whatsoever in winning the competition.

Tyrone Senior Championship Final

The Ulster Herald, Saturday September 15th, 1962

Stewartstown win Senior Title for second time

The final of the Tyrone Senior Championship was decided at the O'Neill

Park, Dungannon, on Sunday, when Stewartstown Harps defeated Derrylaughan Kevin Barrys by 3gls. 3pts. to 3pts. to win the title for the second time in the club's history.

Weather conditions were atrocious, rain fell continuously during the hour,

and a sodden ground and slippery ball made playing very difficult for both teams. Stewartstown were superior throughout the hour. Faster to the ball, more constructive in their approachwork and sound defensive play when needed, carried them to a well deserved victory.

Derrylaughan despite their renowned cup-fighting ability, never looked like getting on top. There was some great work by individual members, but the team did not settle down to their usual style of play which carried them through in the preliminary rounds, and they had to admit defeat to worthy opponents.

Despite poor weather conditions there was a large attendance. Dungannon I.N.F. Brass and Reed Band played the National Anthem prior to the game, and gave a pleasing selection of Irish airs during the interval. With the wind in their favour, Stewartstown attacked from the throw-in, and Corr wided. Another raid was broken up by McAliskey, while immediately afterwards two chances of scoring were lost, to the Harps by faulty shooting.                        

Following a clearance by G. Parke for Stewartstown the ball travelled to S. Bradley, who opened their account, with a well-taken point. From the kick-out, a raid by the Barrys, in which Cushenan and McMahon were prominent, was broken up by McNally.  The ball travelled to J. Corr, whose fast shot hit the upright and was bundled over the line for a goal. Play swung to the other end, where Quinn and Robinson had efforts beaten off. 

The Harps, went on the offensive again per Garrity and Lowe, and Bradley receiving sent over the bar.  The kick-out saw Derrylaughan forge ahead and Harps conceded a 50. The kick was blocked and cleared up-field, and in a tussle in the Barry's goalmouth a penalty was conceded.  A hush fell on the crowd as the kick was taken, but to the consternation of Harps' supporters the ball was driven wide. This escape put new life into Derrylaughan, but try as they did, they failed to score, and the interval arrived with the score - 

Stewartstown 1-2, Derrylaughan nil.

On the turn-over it was expected Derrylaughan, with the wind in their favour, would haul down their opponents' lead, but it was Stewartstown who were first to increase their score. A well placed pass by Lowe to Gillen, who sent over the bar.

The Harps' defenders of Parke, Lowe and Corr, were sorely pressed for a period, but kept their lines intact, and Harps went further ahead when McNally placed Lowe for the latter to pass to P. Coyle, and the latter raced in and beat Donnelly for a splendid goal. Derrylaughan fought hard from the kick-out to get their name on the score-sheet, and were rewarded when a long clearance from McMahon travelled to J.Robinson, who opened their account with a point. This was followed by another point when M. Cushenan who played hard throughout, sent to H. Cushenan, and the latter, from a free, sent over the bar.

Stewartstown, playing now with confidence, and making good use of the ball, made victory certain with, another goal per J. Corr, who received from Dorrity, and shaking off two defenders, sent a fast ground shot to the net.

Derrylaughan strove determinedly to the end, and a raid had another point per Quinn. As the long whiste sounded Stewartstown were attacking and emerged victorious with the score -

Stewartstown 3-3, Derrylaughan 3 points.

Mr. J. Martin, Omagh, was  a very efficient referee.
Best for the winners were G. Parke, F Lowe, S. Bradley, J. Corr and P. McNally, and for the losers M. Cushenan,  J. Robinson,  P. Maye, M. McMahon  and H. Cushenan.

Teams:-

Derrylaughan -  P. Donnelly,  E. McAliskey, M. Devlin, D. McGrath, T. Donnelly, P. Maye, M. Donnelly, M. Cushenan, M. McMahon, B. McLernon, M. McCann, L. Cushenan, P. Quinn and J. Robinson.

Stewartstown - M. Girvan,  D. Lowe, G. Parke. D. Corr, S. Corr, P. McNally, F. Parke, F. Lowe, G. Dorrity, J. Corr. S. Bradley, J. Parke, P. Mulgrew, J. Gillen and

P. Coyle.

Following  the  match, the O’Neill Cup was resented to the Harps' captain by Mr. Paddy Cullen, chairman of Tyrone Co. Board G.A.A., amidst great enthusiasm by Stewartstown supporters.

The Dungannon Observer, Saturday September 15th, 1962

Stewartstown welcomes the champions

Stewartstown went gay on Sunday evening when the entire population and supporters from outlying districts joined forces to celebrate the Harps'  great victory in the final of the Tyrone County Senior Football Championship.

Headed by Coalisland Silver Band, under their leader Mr Sean McCabe, members of the victorious team, with captain Pat McNally bearing aloft the O'Neill Cup, and followed by hundreds of cheering people, the big parade headed from Coalisland Road via The Square and down West Street to St. Mary's School where, owing to the atrocious weather conditions, the victory platform had been moved.

Club chairman, Mr Sammy Park, welcoming the entire assembly, said the occasion was an historic one for the town and Stewartstown Harps. It was a great achievement, he said, for a small club from such a small town to capture such a big prize and even more commendable when one realised that it took the team only five years to do it.

It was five years ago, said Mr Park, that the Club was reformed after being a very long time in the wilderness, but he was proud to say that from that day they had never looked back despite adverse conditions which they were always subject to. "Tonight we see the efforts and patience amply rewarded," he added.

"The Harps played the game as it should be played and gave enjoyment to a great many people. This, in itself, gave the lie to the belief harboured by some folk that to be successful in Championship football, rough tactics had to be introduced. "I am proud to say that in the entire Championship campaign, not once had a Stewartstown player to be reprimanded by the referee," said Mr Park. He concluded by paying tribute to the manner in which their opponents, Derrylaughan Kevin Barry's, had contested the final and accepted defeat,

which was in the highest traditions of the G.A.A.

Ref. P. Tracy, C.C., also congratulated the team on their great victory. The game was won, he said, by pure scientific football which was a delight to watch. A social evening followed. Coalisland Band rendered selections and songs were sung by Charles Devlin, Sally McNally and Frankie Park. The playing of the National Anthem by the band brought a memorable evening to a close.

On Monday night the team and cup were welcomed, in Brackaville where, despite torrential rain, they were given a royal welcome by a big crowd. Bonfires blazed at Patterson's Corner.

